
1

Keep up with Zach on the World Grand Prix circuit at www.utagyamaha.com

PRO RIDING SECRETS

CORNERS
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1. “This was a jump-in section. 
After I jumped I knew where I 
was going in the middle and then 
to the end. I always try to spot 
my places and go as straight 
from A to B and B to C as I can. 
When it’s sandy you want to !nd 
something you can turn off of.” 

2. “When I’m turning I weight 
my outside footpeg as much as I 
can. You can see that in my body 
language here because I’m not 
that straight with the way the 
bike’s leaned. The engine should 
be in the middle rpm, in the meat 
of the power, not bogging and not 
revved out.” 

3. “I’m keeping the back end 
down and my weight on the 
outside peg. Instead of sitting 
down and burying the bike I’m 
turning more with the throttle 
and the back wheel. I’m rowing 
back a little to keep the front 
end light—you can see my 
front wheel’s just barely on 
the ground—but not too light 
or you can lose the front end. 
Steer with the rear because it 
keeps the momentum better than 
putting the whole bike down in 
the sand.” 

4. “I’ve just soaked up a whoop 
so my body’s kind of com-
pressed; you can see my butt’s 
just touching the seat and I’m on 
the balls of my feet to use them 
as sort of a suspension system. 
You can see on my right foot my 
heel’s way down because all 
the shock’s just gone though my 
body. It takes a lot of energy, but 
it’s the best way to keep a lot of 
momentum, which you need in 
the sand.”
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Zach Osborne will admit that sandy, whooped-out sweepers 
aren’t his best track section, but he’s come up with a tactic 
that works for him: He finds pivot areas point to point 

through the sweeper wherever he can locate any sort of rut or 
berm. This way he runs several sections as straight as he can to 
lessen the chance of swapping out.
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