
PRO RIDING SECRETS

RACE

Protect The Insides
“Obviously if you’re taking all the insides, 
it’s gonna be harder for second to get 
around you. They’re going to have to 
go the long way around which means 
they’re going to have to go quite a bit 
faster to make the pass. That said, the 
insides are the main line, so those are 
probably going to be rougher than the 
other lines. You have to take smooth lines 
coming in, maybe outside lines coming 
in then at the last second you jump to 
the inside. But insides, if you’re riding 
smooth and smart, then they’re going to 
[work to] have to pass you.” 

Be Mistake-Free 
“For me, it’s just making sure I hit my 
marks, hit my lines, and no mistakes. 
Because the majority of the time how 
they’re going to end up passing you 
or how I pass them is when someone 
makes a mistake.” 

Know Your Competition 
“You don’t trust anybody 100 percent, 
but there are certain people out there 
who you just don’t leave the inside 
open.” 

No Brake Checking 
“Brake checking is bad to do because 
you have to really think about it, and if 
you’re racing forward, it’s kinda hard 
because obviously brake checking 
means you’re going to end up slowing 
down in the rut and they’re going to 
end up hitting you. You kinda have to be 
racing behind you to do that move. You 
don’t see it that often.”

Don’t Look Back… Too Much 
“If you’re doing it a lot, then it starts to 
distract you, and then it’s a problem. 
But I think if you’re just gauging some-
one and you just do it every so often, 
then it’s not really that big of a deal. I 
do look across when the track doubles 
back. That’s not looking back, that’s just 
looking over, and I do that all the time.”

Watch Ryan apply the racing pressure on his competition at www.kawasaki.com/Racing/ and www.ryanvillopoto2.com.

HANDLING RACE  
PRESSURE
With Ryan Villopoto
Story And Photo By Pete Peterson

Very few racers in the world have the talent to pressure Monster Energy 
Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto for a position, but it does happen. Ryan doesn’t 
let their presence psych him out, and he has some tips to preserve that 

lead on those days when your competition might get past you if you make the 
slightest mistake. 


